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MEMORANDUM

To: All Healthcare Facilities

Date: 11/5/2009

Effective January 1, 2010 we will be implementing a new process for conducting exit interviews
with all healthcare facilities.

The Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office is sub-contracted through KDOA and KDHE to conduct
inspections for Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS). CMS is constantly reviewing and
evaluating our reports, processes, and procedures for accuracy, timeliness, and overall
compliance with their operations manuals.

We were recently informed by the State Agency that our inspection reports contain numerous
grammatical and spelling errors which have started to impact our rating with CMS. The Kansas
State Fire Marshal’s Office is taking this feedback very seriously as we believe all inspection
reports must be done professionally and as accurately as possible.

In an effort to improve, we are in the initial stages of putting a new process in place whereby all
inspection reports will be reviewed for total accuracy prior to being given to the facility.

This new process will have NO effect on the facilities timeframe for submitting a plan of
correction response to our office. However, it will affect how our field inspectors conduct their
exit conference with the facility prior to leaving the facility.

After the inspection, the field inspector will type his/her report and will sit down with a facility
representative to verbally go over all of the findings. The inspector will then submit the report to
a designated KSFM quality assurance inspector for review. Once the report has been approved
and finalized, a copy will be electronically submitted to the facility. The facility will have 10
calendar days from the date that the report was electronically submitted to submit their plan of
correction response.

We are requesting that everyone please be patient as we go forward with these changes and please
contact our office if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank You

Brenda McNorton
Chief, Fire Prevention Division
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Five Minutes to Fire Safety

No. 2009-H4 November 5, 2009

Topic: Natural Gas Generator Backup Fuel Source Letter Requirements

On May 29, 2009 CMS Central Office released inittal information
regarding Natural Gas Generator Backup Fuel Source Letter
Requirements. We want to pass on to you some additional clarifications
related to the backup fuel source for natural gas generators.

All nursing homes ate required to have an on-site backup power source.
If a facility uses a natural gas generator to provide backup power to LSC
requited systems (i.e., emergency lights, exit lights, fire alarm system,
etc.), the facility may obtain a letter from its natural gas vendor to
demonstrate the fuel source is teliable and meets the requirements for an
on-site backup power source.

This is not the only method to meet the requirements. A facility with a
natural gas generator may use other means to meet the requirements for
an on-site backup power source that do not require a letter from its
natural gas vendor.

The letter of reliability from the vendor must contain all of the following:

A statement of reasonable reliability of the natural gas delivery

A brief description that supports the statement regarding the

reliability

3. A statement that there is a low probability of interruption of the
natural gas

4. A brief desctiption that supports the statement regarding the low
probability of mterruption

5. 'The signature of technical personnel from the natural gas vendor.

N —

Important: This impacts all nursing facilities that utilize a natural gas generalor
Jfor back-up power to any LSC reguired system. 1t is not limited to facilities that have
patients on life support, although it is required for them as well.

The Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office is encouraging everyone to review their back-up power
source to ensure they meet the requirements. Facilities need to start preparing now so they atre not
caught-up in time constraints down the road.
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In building construction, a rated wall is designed to subdivide a building into separate fire areas in an effort to
slow the spread of fire or smoke from one side of the building to the other. These walls are designed to
maintain a specific fire rating in accordance with all applicable building codes.

There are various types of rated walls that are present in almost every building type. The International
Building Codes provides the following definitions:

Fire Wall: A fire-resistance-rated wall having protected openings, which restricts the spread of fire and
extends continuously from the foundation to or through the roof, with sufficient structural stability under fire
conditions to allow collapse of construction on either side without collapse of the wall.

Fire Barrier: A fire-resistance-rated wall assembly of materials designed to restrict the spread of five in which
continuity is maintained.

Smoke Barrier: A continuous membrane, either vertical or horizontal, such as a wall, floor, ceiling assembly
that is designed and constructed to resist the movement of smoke.

These rated walls are originally designed to be a continuous solid barrier. Additionally, a fire wall is
specifically required to be continuous from exterior wall to exterior wall and begins at the foundation and
extends to a distance above the roof. Rated walls are also required to be continuous through all concealed
spaces unless the construction assembly forming the bottom of the space has a fire rating equal to that of the
rated wall.

Over time, as building occupancy changes, technology advances, and buildings undergo renovation, there
becomes a need for the facility to penetrate these rated walls with cables, piping, duct work, etc. These
penetrations, any penetration, are required to be adequately firestopped in order to maintain the rating of the
wall.

Firestopping: A precisely tested means and method for preventing the spread of fire (and to a lesser degree
smoke) through a breach or gap in a fire-resistance rated wall.

The Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office highty recommends that facilities consult with a specialist or an
engineer to obtain an engineering judgement and/or recommendation for a qualified contractor to perform the
work. Firestopping should not be considered standard building maintenance.

The installation of firestopping materials is very technical and must be installed in accordance with the
manufacturers’ guidelines, otherwise the firestopping product will not be effective and the rated wall will not
function as designed. Facilities must do extensive research into firestopping before attempting to correct any rated
wall penetration. Listed below are the steps each facility must take in order to ensure proper firestopping.

oNiddoLsTad Q) 1OV

1) Choose a single firestopping manufacturer
Facilities should stick with the same firestopping manufacturer throughout an entire rated wall
assembly. Firestopping manufacturers only pay for their products to be tested. Company A is not
paying for their product to be tested along with Company B product. Ideally facilities should have the
same firestopping manufacturer thoughout the entire facility.
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2,)

3)

4.)

Establish a fire system assembly

A fire system assembly is similar to a pre-established product line. It’s a group of firestopping
materials that have been tested together for various penetration types and still maintain the rating.
Once a facility chooses a fire system assembly they must stick with that assembly from that point
forward for any new or inadequate penetrations.

Read and understand the requirements

The fire system assembly contains the very specific installation instructions. Without the fire system
assembly there is no way for a facility or contractor to know how the firestopping product is to be
installed.

Install according to manufacturer

Firestopping is tested under very precise conditions. If the firestopping is not installed appropriately
then it will not function as intended and the fire wall may not provide the separation necessary to allow
occupants time to evacuate. Installation includes, but is not limited to: using the appropriate amount of
product; the product is uniform and covers 360" around the penetrant; and the firestopping product is
adequately tooled*.

Please review the following basic installation requirements:

Tooling: the final step in firestopping which insures an appropriate amount of product is pushed down and into
the annular space and that the product adheres to both the penetrating item and the wall/floor surface.
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Rated Wall Band-Aids: the method of overlaying a piece of drywall to the original drywall rated wall in order
to cover a large hole or to reduce the annular space around a penetration for firestopping purposes.
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The Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office will continue to cite any facility whose current firestopping installation
looks inadequate. If a facility is cited for an inadequate existing or new penetration, they must submit
documentation regarding the firestopping product and the fire system assembly. For existing inadequate

penetrations, facilities must completely remove the old product and start over.

Example of Fire System Assembly:

System No.  XXXX

F Rating — 2 Hr
T Ratings — 0, 1-1/4 and 2 Hr {See tem 2}
L Rating At Ambient — Less Than 1 CFMisq ft
L Rating ALAGDF — 2 CPMsg ft
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